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Rose Township 
 

 
Rose Township was named after the many wild 
roses that grew in the area.  Until December of 1832 
when Carroll County was formed, the township was 
a part of Stark County, Ohio.  The commissioners of 
Carroll County, at their first session, held in David J. 
Levyôs tavern at Carrollton on March 4, 1833, 
ordered that the ñtownships of Rose, Harrison, 
Washington, and Fox remain as they were originally 
surveyed.ò Rose Township contains all of the 
original survey of township 16, range 7, and includes 
36 sections or 23,040 acres. 
 
Rose Township remains an agricultural area, but 
coal mining boomed in the Lindentree, Gerdenville, 
and Morges areas at one time.  Those mines are now  
closed.  A black ban iron ore mine was operated in 
the Morges area during the Civil War.  Ore was 
mined and smelted on the Finefrock farm west of 
Morges along Bachelor Road.  During the 1970ôs, 
there was a surge of drilling for oil and gas and some of wells are still operating today.  An oil 
distribution and storage area is located where the hamlet of Lindentree once stood.  Today there 
are no major industries or incorporated villa ges in the township with the exception of that part 
of Magnolia, Ohio, that exists within Carroll County.  The population of the township has varied 
very little in the last one hundred and sixty -four years.  

 

Population    
 

1840 - 1,593  
   1870 - 1,106 
   1881 - 1,195 
   2000 - 1,289 
 

Native Americans 
 
The earliest inhabitants of the township were Native Americans who traveled the Great Trail 
that passed near the township on its course from Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh) to Sandusky, Ohio.  The 
trail crossed the Sandy Creek that at one time was a much larger body of water.  The Delaware 
Tribe was the principal inhabitants of the area when the first white men began to venture into 
the area.  They were peaceful and helpful to the settlers, although through the influence of 
hostile chiefs, the Indians could plunder and pillage white settlements.    The more hostile 
Tuscarawas and Wyandot had been driven away during the 18th century.   In 1818, the Delaware 
ceded their lands to the United States and emigrated to Missouri.  It was about this time that the 
first white settlers began to emigrate in numbers to what is now Carroll County.  These early 
pioneers were men and women with a great strength, vision, courage, and a desire to establish 
new homes. 
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Indian Stone  
 

The Native Americans who passed through the area began to use a large outcropping of rock for 
grinding their corn.  This stone is located deep in the woods of a farm not far from the juncture 
of Magnolia and Stallion Roads and the Harmony Cemetery.  The stone is 10 feet in diameter 
and has seven deep ñdishesò that are hollowed out depressions for grinding and cooking corn.  
After the grains were ground, water was added to the make a meal that was heated or cooked by 
dropping heated stones into the depressions.  Sometimes bear head was added to make a tasty 
soup.  Apparently this site was chosen to raise and grind corn because of the fertile soil, the 
many large rocks in the area, and a stream nearby as a source of water.  A tomahawk and pestle 
used in the grinding were found in the area. 
 

 
Historic Stone 
 

Rose Township contains the ñbase lineò 
from which all townships ranges were 
surveyed in 1788.  West of Magnolia is the 
ñgeographerôs stone,ò placed there by Col. 
Thomas Hutchins to mark the western 
terminus of The SevenRanges. 
 
The marker is 12 inches high and 6 inches 
across.  The granite is incised with the 
surveyorôs cross.  This was the first 
cornerstone in Ohio and all lands west of 
here have been measured from this point.  
The stone is 288 feet west off Bachelor 
Road in Carroll County or Farber Road in 
Stark County, just west of the Farber-
Knotts Cemetery. 

 
 

Picnic Grounds 
 
An annual picnic was held in Rose 
Township for many years at the picnic 
grounds which was located on the 
southeast corner of the junction of 
Stallion Road and Magnolia Road. 
 
Former residents returned to renew old 
friendships.  The picture show the 1915 
picnic.  
 


