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Rose Township

Rose Township was named after the many wild :
roses that grew in the area. Until December d 1832
when Carroll County was formed, the township was
a part of Stark County, Ohio. The commissioners of
Carroll County, at their first session, held in David J.
Levyos tavern at Carrol
ordered t hat t he it own,s
Washington, and Fox remain as they were originally
surveyed. O Rose Townshi
original survey of township 16, range 7, and includes
36 sections or 23,040 acres.

Rose Township remains an agricultural area, but

coal mining boomed in the Lindentree, Gerdenville,
and Morges areas at one time. Those mines are now
closed. A black ban iron ore mine was operated in
the Morges area durlng the cIVII War. Ore was A Familiar Sight Throughout Rose Township . .. an Oil Well and
mined and smelted on the Finefrock farm west of Several Storage Tanks (in Background) Nearby

Morges along Bachelor Road. Durng t he 19706 s,

there was a surge of drilling for oil and gas and some of wells are still operating today. An oil
distribution and storage area is located where the hamlet of Lindentree once stood. Today there
are no major industries or incorporated villa ges in the township with the exception of that part

of Magnolia, Ohio, that exists within Carroll County. The population of the township has varied

very little in the last one hundred and sixty -four years.

Population

1840 - 1,593
1870- 1,106
1881- 1,195
2000 - 1,289

Native Americans

The earliest inhabitants of the township were Native Americans who traveled the Great Tralil
that passed near the township on its course from Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh) to Sandusky, Ohio. The
trail crossed the Sandy Creek that at one time was a much larger body of water. The Delaware
Tribe was the principal inhabitants of the area when the first white men began to venture into
the area. They were peaceful and helpful to the settlers, although through the influence of
hostile chiefs, the Indians could plunder and pillage white settlements. The more hostile
Tuscarawas and Wyandot had been driven away during the 18th century. In 1818, the Delaware
ceded their lands to the United States and emigrated to Missouri. It was about this time that the
first white settlers began to emigrate in numbers to what is now Carroll County. These early
pioneers were men and women with a great strength, vision, courage, and a desire to establish
new homes.



Indian Stone

The Native Americans who passed through the area began to use a large outcropping of rock for
grinding their corn. This stone is located deep in the woods of a farm not far from the juncture

of Magnolia and Stallion Roads and the Harmony Cemetery. The stone is10 feet in diameter

and has seven deep Adi sheso that are holl owed ¢
After the grains were ground, water was added to the make a meal that was heated or cooked by
dropping heated stones into the depressions. Sanetimes bear head was added to make a tasty

soup. Apparently this site was chosen to raise and grind corn because of the fertile soil, the

many large rocks in the area, and a stream nearby as a source of water. A tomahawk and pestle

used in the grinding were found in the area.

Historic Stone

Rose Township contains
from which all townships ranges were

surveyed in 1788. West of Magnolia is the
Ageographerdés stone, 0 |
Thomas Hutchins to mark the western

terminus of The SevenRanges.

' The marker is 12 inches high and 6 inches

. across. The granite is incised with the
surveyoro6s cross. Thi
cornerstone in Ohio and all lands west of

here have been measured from this point.

The stone is 288 feet west off Bachéor

Road in Carroll County or Farber Road in

Stark County, just west of the Farber-

Knotts Cemetery.

Picnic Grounds

An annual picnic was held in Rose
Township for many years at the picnic
grounds which was located on the
southeast corner of the junction of
Stallion Road and Magnolia Road.

Former residents returned to renew old
friendships. The picture show the 1915
picnic.




Villages and Communities

i AR ST
Morges

In 1806, Bazeleel Wells, founder of Canton, Ohio,
laid out a trail that went from Steubenvill e to ~ Platted by Samuel Oswalt and
present day Canton. This trail became a stagecoach || B apmisrianatvr miied i
route by 1830 and the first settlers in Rose I v2;‘:,?50,?‘;ﬁf&‘;’%’b‘;ﬁi}{f‘:'}i‘;“,@;

i i i I foll d“th irst ‘whit *
Township established themselves near to the trall.. | tuil evs_tag,is;‘gij e ';ez’gfe“;l
Soon after the War of 1812, John Worley and family | [ “Wells who founded Canton in1806.

10 The first.mass- was celebrated
came to the area. B in the Waggoner home in 1828. The
11w present St.Mary’s'Church was'built
in 1851 from bricks - burned on
the premises.”

CARROLL. COUNTY -HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1973

Akey Worley, son of John, built the Morges
Hotel and tavern about 1825 on the site of
the present day Bernard Hefflebower home
at the corner of Bachelor and Bark Roads.
The abandoned Worley Hotel was torn down
by Chester Worley in 1923 and its foundation
stones used in his farmhousenearby.



A sufficient number of catholic worshippers were in the area by 1829 so a log chapel, 10 by 26 ft.,

was constructed. Prior to that, Mass had been said in the farmhouse of John Waggoner. A year

after the construction of the chapel, a log schoolhouse was built next to it. On August 24, 1831,

Samuel Oswalt and John Waggoner laid out the village of Moregg named after their home village

in Germany. During the years before 1850, Morges was a busy stop on the stage route from

Carrollton to Canton. It is said that wagons and buggies were often lined up side by side the

whol e distance from the Worl ey Hotel to present
watered at a nearby stream. Another tavern and hotel were owned by DavidGriffith. Gus

Lehman had a store where he made and sold cigars. In the settlement were a wagon shop and

four blacksmiths two of whom were Andrew Deiringer and John Burwell. Cecilia Madden
operated a saloon on St . Jo hthdhsougs Maorgese Shewdsi c h r
known for being rough and once knocked out a traveler who was causing a disturbance and

threw him out on the muddy street. Two other taverns were located in Morges as well as several

houses and a general store.

Harvest time was a popular time of year around the community of Morges. Farmers would
come into the settlement and fill their jugs at the taverns before going back to the fields. Wolves
were numerous. A Mr. Finefrock who was courting a girl some distance away was wing home
one night across the fields outside of Morges and knew that a pack of wolves was following him.
He continued on his way as fast as he could. They never attacked him but he knew their habits,
and if he had fallen down or got sick they would have attacked.

Although Morges was a thriving village during the years of stagecoach travel, the coming of the
railroads in the
replaced stage travel and the
village declined in

population. In 1840 the

population of the Morges

area was listed as 1,93. By

1973 the hamlet contained 12
homes and 33 people. Some

of the present day homes are

log structures that have been
remodeled and made into

modern residences. Today
Morges is merely a crossroad
community located at the

juncture of Bachelor and
BarkRoads with St.
Church and a social hall,
constructed in th
the main points of interest.

Mat hias Littlebdés cabin was built in 1823. Hi s
This cabin is the location of the first Catholic Mass held in the area. Barbary Little Waggoner is
sitting in the rocking chair in the front row.



Magnolia

In the year 1793, Captain James Downing and :
Isaac Miller were sent by the government to !
scout the territory west and north of the Ohio VU sm
River. The Delaware tribe lived in the area. The \
scouts passed through the site of present day
Magnolia, Ohio. James Downing returned to
the area in 1805 and entered land and built a log
cabin. | n 180i6-laldsaan i ng @
Miller, arrived and built a home and tavern. :
This Inn has been restored by the Magnolia
Historical Society and is now open as a
restaurant.

Drusilla Miller Isaac Miller
Isaac Miller

In 1834, Richard Elson and John W. Smith laid
out the village of Magnolia. Two years later on
March 22, 1836, Isaac Miller platted the village
of Downingsville which lay in Rose Township,
Carroll County. The two towns became one on
February 1, 1846, and the name changed to
Magnolia.

£ Some early settlers were Sanuel Oswalt,

. : e 1 william Knotts, Andrew Croix, and Jacob
Oswalt. The Downlngs Browns, Fulks “and Knotts, all from Rose Township, served as soldiers
during the War of 1812. At that time wolves and wildcats were not uncommon in the area.
Sandy Creek was muchlarger than now and early settlers were forced to ford the creek, so Isaac
Miller constructed a toll bridge across the stream of water. That bridge was taken over by the
county in 1839. In 1834 Richard Elson and John Smith erected the Magnolia Mill. I n 1835 the
Sandy Beaver Canal Company began construction of a canal that ran through Magnolia from
Waynesburg and on to Bolivar. However, the canal enjoyed only a brief season of prosperity for
it was discontinued in 1853. It was at this time that the railroads took over the shipment of
goods and people. Today Magnolia, two thirds of the town being in Stark County, is known as a
residential community with a population of 937. The Elson Mill still is in operation but many of
the businesses of the past & gone.

Lindentree

The coal mining boomtown of Lindentree was never incorporated. It is located on Brass Road
east of Mineral City, Ohio. A Brethren Church (section 17) and a fine school (section 28) were
constructed in the area. The church was actve from 1840 to 1910. Both the church and
school house were razed in the 19206s



Linnie Davis founded the village when he constructed the first railroad into the area. The big

boom hit the Lindentree area i n t hedal83réedand It
that name has since remained. The area had opened many coal mines and tipples. Some of the

large companies were the Van Kirk, Carroll Coal Company, James Coal Company and a large

deep shaft mine by the Taggert Coal Company.

In 1913 the floodwaters washed out the railroad line and Davis reconstructed the railroad. A

few years later, the railroad went out of business due to financial difficulties. By the roaring

2006s Lindentree had about 75 hoobeSheraexidtedtahe at
bandstand where on Saturday nights the well knct
At one time there were three saloons, a livery stable, general store, boarding houses, blacksmith
shop, sand mil |l , bar beeThs Hiakqy,Brick Malld wdsoneatbp.r 6 s o f f i

In 1830 a grass fire got out of control and burned five homes. Today only about seven homes
remain with a population of 20 peopl e. Li ndent
died. The area is now dotted wth oil wells and an oil depot.

Gerdenville

At the juncture of Bachelor Road and Irish Road, a mining community named Gerdenville grew
to existence. In 1899 a deep shaft mine was sunk on the George Sherer farm about a mile west
of Magnolia on Bachelor Road. Negotiations were begun with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
to construct a sidetrack to the tipple. Several hundred miners were employed to dig from 180 to
300 tons of coal daily. The superintendent of the mine was Mr. Gerden, and the community
became known as Gerdenville. There existed several dozen homes and a general store. No. 6
township school was located about a mile west of this crossroads. The mine operated until 1911.

——— 2
The population of the village was i‘

about 52 during the boom days from -
1895 to 1912. The tipple, engine
buildings, rails, and the depot at
Shererdés Crossing
removed. Mr. Harry Kesling bought
the land and 14 houses of Gerdenville
village. Mr. Kesling operated his coal
mine from 1912 to 1920 using a pony
to pull the loaded coal cars out of the
shaft. The coal was then trucked to
area residents.

Between 1911 and 1923 the homes were moved or dismantled. The last standing building was
burned down by the Waynesburg Fire Department in 1979. Today there is little evidence that
there ever was a boom coal community named Gerdenville.

Organizations

Peter Herold in The History of Rose Townshipwr ot e an article, AA Bar be
foll owing description: NfEast onics akdpoligcal sneeitings a b «
have been held for several years. Politically, this township has been largely democratic, at least

since the dissolution of the Whig party in 1856. During the late War between the States, Rose
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Township was not in complete sympathy with the administration, and during the great

excitement of the Vallandingham campaign in 1863, when party lines were drawn so tight that
NEUTRALITY could find no foothold and often passed for disloyalty, the Democrats of Rose

held a peace meeting inthe grove and roasted an ox as a barbeque, while treason was being

talked from the stump. Some say that measures were taken to resist the draft, but be this as it

may, we know that no such fact became very public beyond old Mr. Casper, a fiery old German

who bl amed ATreepo for drafting his son. The
years.

It will be remembered that campaign of 1863 was one of intense excitement all over Ohio, in

which Carroll County contributed her quota in keeping up the flam e, with Fox on the east and
Rose on the west, more widely divided politically than they were geographically i each a

paradigm of extremes. This year, the delegation from Rose bore in procession a transparency:
A"AS GOES ROSE TOWNSHI P, SO GOES THE NATI ON. o

Rose Township Peace Society

In the August 24, 1863 issue of theCarroll Union Press was printed the following article:

At the meeting of the citizens of Rose township, Carroll county, Ohio, the following resolutions
were passed.

Resolved, That this Society be called the Rose township Peace Society.

Resolved, That we, the citizens of Rose township, mutually agree to use our influence to secure
peace and harmony in Rose township.

Resolve, That any member of this Society hearing any person or personsnaking use of threats
against the person or property of any, it shall be his duty to report said threats to the person so
threatened.

Resolved, That if any member of the society be molested outside of the township by way of mob
or otherwise that the members of the society shall see that he is protected by civil law or
otherwise if necessary.

Resolved, That all political issues be kept out of the Society.

Resolved, That we will not protect any person or persons who willfully gets up trouble in any
shape.

Resolved, That there be a committee of four appointed to investigate the complaints made if
such there be.

Resolved, That the committee be composed of Messes. John Mansfield, Barnes Scott, Isaac True,
and John K. Bower.

Resolved, That the proceedings ofthis meeting be forwarded to the Editors of the county papers
and they requested to publish the same.

BAZEL BROWN, Ch 6 m,
H. O. Woy, Secoby.



Members.

John Mansfield, H. O. Woy, James Beatty, John Moses, Banj. Griffith, David Thorley, John K.
Bower,Jas . B. Hayden, Bazel Br own, | saac True, Dan
James Herron, Jacob Woy, Wm. Hoobler, John Ward, Thomas May, John Caskey, O. J. Cooper

Schools

In 1848 an election was held for the purpose of selling section 16 ofRose Township for the
purpose of financing township schools. One hundred votes polled were for the sale and eight
were against. The land was sold in lots for the sum of $3,846 leaving one half of the section
unsold. The schools in the township were allwood frame buildings and were identified by
number.

Number 1

5

Number 1 school was
located about one mile
north of the Union
Valley Church atthe
top of the hill on the
north side of Flint
Road. The building
was razed some time
ago when the property
was excavated for the
drilling of an oil well.
Number 1 School was
located in a wooded
setting. A former
pupil, Glen Huff,
remembers that the
school held many
activities such as
programs, plays,
socials, and picnics.
Mr. Fickes, who was a teacher, is renembered for being one of the first to wear rubber soled
shoes and was able to sneak up on the Aboyso,
activities.

The following served as teachers at Number 1 School: Myrt Barrick Gamble, Clyde Aldridge,
Winona Elliott Downes, Bill Taylor, Mr. Fickes, Wilbur Hunter, Irvin Wanner, and Mary Matrtin.



Number 2
NPl easant Val eo

This school building constructed in 1890, was
located in a valley on the present Donald Russ
farm. The school was located some distancerom
the road, and in bad weather it was inaccessible by
automobile. Therefore, a former teacher, Ruth
Huffman Starlin, found it necessary to travel by
horse and buggy to a nearby farm and then would
walk with the children to the one room building.

As a beginning teacher, she worked eight months
of the year and her salary was $800. Winona
German Schindler also taught at this school before
it was closed in 1925. The school was torn down
by Flavius Brown who owned the property at that
time, and some of its foundation stones were used
in the historical mar ker
Church in Morges.

Number 3

AWal nut Groveo

Number 3 School was constructed in the 185006s :
farm between Bachelor and Waynesburg Roas. A second school was constructed later and the
original building was moved. This school was :

Brankel, in her December 20, 1888 diary, wrote that there was a literary at No. 3 for the first
entertainment in the new school. The No. 3 school was closed in 1930 and the students
transferred to Waynesburg. The building was torn down in 1936.




Number 4
AnWoods Vi ewo

Number 4 School was located at the corner of Magnolia and Flint Roads on the property where
David Leydadés home now stands. This school had
which was used to prepare hot lunches for the students. Attendance was normally 20 to 35

children. On the last day of school a homecoming was held. Rendierick remembered that

each year at Christmas Santa (Dave Gamble) visited the children and inevitably would check his

alarm clock that he carried with him and announce that he must be off because Christmas was

fast approaching. i Gvenn d a lhd sXaaogb f@ax ehy,s Kima m
marched on Washington D. C., was a surprise visitor to the school as he stopped in for a visit

while passing by one day.

The following served as teachers at Number 4: Clyde Aldridge, Nora Ball, Kathryn Scot, Irvin
Wanner, Irma Stoody, Dorothy Nicklin, Alicia McClintock, Isabelle Klotz, Vera Beamer,
William Van Zant, Flo Sharp,

Georgia Maughaman, Lois German, Laura Steele, Erma Stoody,

Juanita Burkhoder, Howard Brady, Catherine Scott, Vera Beamer, and Isabell Brothers.

The building was abandoned in 1931 when
the pupils went to Dellroy and Magnolia
Schools. In 1933, John Sickafoose and
Edmond Dierick moved the building about
a mile south to what is now the Glen King
farm It was used for storage until it w as
razed and replaced with a garage.

The school board members in 1916 were E.
S. Dilley, president, J. R. Kail,
superintendent, F. S. Brown, William
Wanner, P. T. Griffeth, and J. L. Williams.

,. Some of the teachers at Number 4 were
W|II|am Van Zant Flo Sharp, Georgia Maughaman, Lois German, Nora Ball, Laura Steele, Erma
Stoody, Ervin Wanner, Elishua McClintock, Juanita Burkholder, Howard Brady, Isabel Klotz,
Dorothy Nicklan, Catherine Scott, Vera Beamer, and Isabell Brothers.

Number 5

Number 5 School was located on Stallion Road between Magnolia Road and the Harmony
Cemetery. It is believed that the building was constructed as early as 1885. Around 1921, an
additional room was added and used for a laboratory and the school became a high school for
Rose Township. On the grounds was a horse barn to house the horses which some of the
students rode to school. The grade school students were moved to the township building which
is still standing at the juncture of Stallion and Magnolia Roads. Around 1932 the school was
abandoned and the pupils were sent to either Dellroy or Magnolia for their education.
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Former teachers at Number 5 were Cleda Dierick, George Brown, Adrian Herstine, Arthur
Downes, Tony Norci, Cletus Weisburn, Cleda German, leo May, David Gamble, Massella
Downes, Tracy Motter, Forest Little, Verna Little, Donald Little, Julius Bokart, Edith Arthur,
Alice Arthur, Oscar Arthur, Rose Bokart, Eta Hague, Ruth Hague, Mildred Hague, Lucretia
Hague, Ruth Marshal, Harry Hammel, Noris H ammel, Florence Kessling, Betrice, Catherine,
Wilma, Velma, Mary, Charles, Dalton, and Jim Williams.

In a 1922 newspaper was published a letter from principal C. W. Lighthizer to county school
superintendent, F. E. Bel lrk theguflsarerfuetleeadvdreedt h e hi
than those of nearby high schools. The new library books and Babcock milk tester have been
received. A fairly large supply of laboratory equipment is being ordered. A new organ has been
purchased from the high school funds We have new volley ball equipment and are ordering a

: = 3] basketball outfit. We intend the
1 purchase of pictures for the high
school and also song

P fiThe entertainment an
~ " weeks ago netted the school about

$30. One athletic entertainment for

the men has been given, and intention

is to have a free radio entertainment

for everybody next week. Both rooms

of the building have been equipped

with new seats. A new ten stall barn is
being built to care for the horses.

Grounds are not in very good

condition, as there has been so much

work going on, but hope to have this
cleared up ere |l ong. Gl ad to have you inspect

e

The article states that MARose High Schuoyl is |«
location about four and one half miles distant from Magnolia. Many of the pupils drive to the

school, the barn spoken of being one for shelter and care of the horses while there. It is a square
structure built of good material, fitted with stalls for ten horses; a really substantial edifice. Itis

|l ocated opposite the school grounds on | and dot
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Number 6

. 0 s mﬁg;;n” “ N ":*’ﬁ:

Number 6 School is still standing on the south side of Bachelor Road about half way between

Morges and Magnolia. It was known as the Morges School. The school was closed in 1927. Mr.

Harry Kesling bought the building for $100 when it was auctioned off by the Rose Township

Trustees. He owned it until 1979. The building was converted into a residence by a Mr. Tée

who called it ATateds Paradiseo. For many yeat
visible from the road.

Number 7

No. 7 School was known as Beggars Run School
as that was the name of the stream located near
the building. In Octob er of 1843, land was
deeded by Robert McCaskey for a period of
ninety -nine years to William Davy, Nathaniel
Hayden lll, and Samuel Dunlap as directors of
school district number 7 of Rose Township for
the express use of erecting a school house near
a bridge on the road leading from Carrollton to
Sandyville. The school was to be erected

within one year of that date. The building was
still standing in 1927.

Flo Sharp Roof is the teacher.
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